
13th Amendment Project Conference Agenda 
 

Saturday, March 3, 2018 
 

Buses to UNLV leave the Signature at MGM Grand 8:00 a.m. 

Breakfast/Registration (Tam Alumni Center) 8:15 – 8:45 a.m. 

Welcome from Dean Hamilton and Associate Dean Ruben Garcia 8:45 a.m. 

Session 1: Thirteenth Amendment and Economic Theory 
• Mary Anne Case, University of Chicago Law School, Slavery in Other 

Domestic Relations 
• Rebecca Zietlow, University of Toledo College of Law, The Transition from 

Slavery to Liberty 
• Aviam Soifer, University of Hawai’i Richardson Law Current Litigation 

Possibilities Under the Peonage Abolition Act 
• Fred Smith, Emory University School of Law (commentator) 
• Gabriel “Jack” Chin, UC Davis School of Law (commentator) 

9:00 – 10:30 a.m. 

Refreshments 10:30 – 10:45 a.m. 

Session 2: Thirteenth Amendment & the Carceral State 
• James Gray Pope, Rutgers University School of Law, The Thirteenth 

Amendment, Convict Leasing and Mass Incarceration 
• Noah Zatz, UCLA School of Law, From the New Debtors Prisons to the New 

Peonage: Criminal Justice Debt as a Pathway to Forced Labor 
• Lea VanderVelde, University of Iowa College of Law, The Territorial Origins of 

"except as punishment for crime": From Settler Colonialism to the 
Reconstruction Congress 

• Ahmed White, University of Colorado School of Law (commentator) 
• Cortney Lollar, University of Kentucky College of Law (commentator) 

10:45 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. 

Lunch/ Break 12:15 - 1:15 p.m. 

Session 3: Health, Education, Environment & Welfare 
• Mehmet Konar-Steenberg, Mitchell Hamline School of Law, The Thirteenth 

Amendment, Environmental Justice and City of Boerne 
• Andrea Freeman, University of Hawai’i Richardson School of Law, The 

Thirteenth Amendment and Health Disparities Related to Food 
• David Orentlicher, UNLV Boyd School of Law, Economic Segregation and 

College Admission Policies 
• Addie Rolnick, UNLV Boyd School of Law (commentator) 

1:15 - 2:45 p.m. 

Session 4: Using the Thirteenth Amendment in Court 
• Richard Blum, CUNY School of Law, Thirteenth Amendment, Antitrust and 

the Power to Withhold Labor 
• Ruben Garcia, UNLV Boyd School of Law, The Thirteenth Amendment and 

Minimum Wages 
• Maria Ontiveros, University of San Francisco School of Law, Guestworker 

Contracts, Liquidated Damages and Debt Bondage 
• Charlotte Garden, Seattle University School of Law (commentator) 

3:00 - 4:30 p.m. 

Open Discussion on the Thirteenth Amendment Project: Where Do We Go From 
Here? 

4:30 - 5:30 p.m. 

Closing Reception 5:30 - 7 p.m. 

Last bus leaves UNLV for return to the Signature at MGM Grand 7:15 p.m. 


