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Society of American Law Teachers July 10, 1974 
Re: Certification and Specialization of Lawyers: 

preliminary report 

To: Norman Dorsen 
From: Ian Macneil 

1 understand the charge of the interim Board of Governors . . 
subject of thifuture action or inaction by SALT. 

2. I have had the benefit of a bibliography supplied by 
Nat Gozansky, copy attached, (and the detriment of having 
most of the items named there unavailable because of the move to the UVAlaw school and its library to a new 
building). I have also discussed the subject at length 
with m colleague, Ernest Gellu horn, , who recently attended 
a conference the subject as SMU. (Professor James W. 

Paul Carrington, neither of whom is a member of SALT per my lists, were two other academics attending.) I have also had a offer of help  from Roy Mersky, and William 
Whitford has off, ered t keep - advised of developments in 

3. I a submitting this report without further delving into 
the s tuation because even o relatively sketchy information 
it is possible to c to what I think are desirable recommen-dations. 

4. Specialization has, of course, 
indications are that it is increasing and will continue tincrease. Certification of specialities .. is a much newer 
development , but is extant, , - about become extant,in 
a least three , urisdictions (New Mexico, California and 
Florida) and is being considered in a number of others. 

5. Major thrusts toward certification seem to be coming from 
the trial bench and bar, , including The Chief Justice of 
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elements of the the practicing bar, the benefits of any monopoli-zation are 
long run they would tour profession a well, albeit perhaps in dil•UO form.) 

12.In  view of SALT's double-l barrelled interest and the very great importance .. of the subject, this is a singularly appropriate 
area in which should do some work. But the question is 

13. 
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