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Opening a law school at UNLV was
an idea whose time had come long
before it bore fruit. Four feasibility
studies spread over a quarter century
and one short-lived experiment with
a privately funded law school in Reno
proved inconclusive. In fact, the idea
did not take hold until 1995, when
influential Nevada assemblyman
Morse Arberry got the ball rolling with
an appropriation of $500,000 from the
Nevada Legislature for the purpose of
planning a law school.

First annual orientation to law week, August 1998.
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ack
then,
Nevada
one of onlyoftwo
states
a law
school.
Withwas
a population
more
thanwithout
1.7
million, Nevada was the fastest-growing state in the
nation, as it had been for more than a decade. Clark County,
home of UNLV,had a population of more than 1.1 million
residents. Ten states with smaller populations supported law
schools. Aside from Nevada, only the much less populous
state of Alaska lacked a law school. A law school in Las Vegas
seemed a natural fit.
S-

President Harter's Support
On the heels of the Arberry appropriation, another
dramatic change occurred: UNLV hired a new president,
Carol Harter, who would become the law school's champion
throughout the early planning years. Well before Harter was
due on the job in July, she received a telephone call from
then-Chancellor Richard Jarvis, telling her of the law school
planning grant. From that point onward, Harter recalled,
the law school "took on a life of its own." Convinced of the
value of a law school to the state and the university, Harter
worked with then Governor Bob Miller, legislators and regents
to gain support for the endeavor. At the same time, much of
the developing momentum for a law school at UNLV came
from Harter's engagement of prominent members of the Las
Vegas bench and bar in the effort. Harter formed a community
advisory board populated with prominent members of the
legal community. She tapped Federal District Court Judge
Phillip Pro and Federal Public Defender Franny Forsman,
a former president of the State Bar of Nevada, to chair the
subcommittee that would hire the law school's founding dean.
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From the beginning, Harter
was also hard at work appealing to
private supporters for the funding
essential to supplement the state
appropriation for the law school.
Chief among the early private
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been forced to leave the state to earn
his law degree. Boyd never forgot
what the absence of a state law school had meant to him. And
most significantly, he backed up that appreciation with the
cash that would make the Nevada law school a reality. He
pledged $5 million and, working with President Harter and
other community leaders, including Jim Rogers and soon-tobe governor Kenny Guinn, obtained pledges of an additional
$2 million.
That demonstration of private support, coupled with
positive reports from the latest feasibility and planning
efforts, helped persuade the Nevada Legislature to authorize
the establishment of the William S. Boyd School of Law at
UNLV In July 1997, Governor Bob Miller signed into law
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supporters was Bill Boyd, who
was (and remains) the chairman of
Boyd Gaming and for whom the law
school is named. Boyd had begun
his professional career as a lawyer
and he, like other Nevadans, had
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CREATION OF THE WILLIAM S.
BOYD SCHOOL OF LAW

continued from page 9

the bill authorizing the creation of the law school.
And so the law school was officially launched, with
its doors to open just one year later, in August
1998. At that point in 1997, of course, the school
existed only on paper. For Harter, the number one
priority was to hire a dean with a solid reputation
and the experience necessary to create a first-rate
law school and to get it up and running in only
a year.

and fulfillment of starting a new law
school at ASU, as he had done in 1966.
Starting a new law school, Pedrick was
fond of saying, was the best thing since
sliced bread.
By the time Morgan got the call
from Evans, Pedrick was gone, having
passed away in 1995, but Morgan
had not forgotten all he had heard
from Pedrick. Here, now, was the
opportunity to do what Pedrick had
A Founding Dean on a Mission
done: build a first-rate law school from
The naming of the founding dean began with a
scratch at a young but fast-developing
telephone call from Phoenix lawyer Booker Evans
public university in a dynamic
to then-Arizona State University (ASU) Sandra Day
southwestern desert city. After some soul searching,
O'Connor College of Law Dean Richard Morgan.
on March 23, 1997 - a date he remembers well
Evans was a UNLV graduate and he wanted Morgan
because it was his mother's 8 2 nd birthday - Morgan
to know that UNLV was planning to open a law
updated his resume and sent it off to UNLV The
school and would be recruiting a dean. In the years
opportunity to start a law school at UNLV was too
since Morgan's arrival at ASU as a junior faculty
tempting for Morgan to pass up.
member in 1980, ASU founding Dean Willard Pedrick
Not surprisingly, Morgan's dispatch of his
had regaled him with stories about the excitement
resume to UNLV bore fruit. In short order, he was
invited to interview for the founding
deanship, as were several other
experienced, sitting law school deans.
FORENSIC iFINANCIAL STRATEGIES
President Harter selected Morgan,
perhaps because of his extensive
experience in legal education - he had
been a successful dean at two state
law schools, ASU and the University of
Wyoming, and was highly respected in
Committed to
legal education circles - or perhaps, as is
suggested by an oft-repeated bit of lore,
because he was the only candidate who
did not think it was folly to try to open the
- Business Valuations &
UNLV law school the following year.
Cost Estimating
Morgan arrived in Las Vegas in
- Historical/Market Analysis &
September 1997 faced with a daunting
Business Projections
array of tasks. With less than a year until
the law school was to open, he needed
- Lost Profits & Damages
to assemble a faculty and staff, recruit
Calculations
students, retrofit a temporary physical
- Financial Reporting Processes
campus and establish ties with important
- Cash Flow Analysis
Nevada constituencies, including the state
and local bars, the legislature, the Board
- Earnings Management
of Regents, the state supreme court and
potential donors.
FFS Brings Financial Sophistication,
Value, and Results to Nevada.
Morgan recognized the obvious: the
quality of the law school he was charged
with building would depend on the
quality of the people he hired. He first
P 775 657 9651 or Breft@ForensicFinancialStrategies.com
assembled the essential members of a
3945 San Donato Loop * Reno, Nevada 89519
strong but lean administration. Then
he set out to attract a first-rate faculty.

FFS

Business Litigation

Support

10 1 Nevada Lawyer

September 2011

cotiue frm ag
eanhs aee s a
Mogn

a

Afte

A The original home of the
law school: the Paradise
Elementary School
building.
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One of Morgan's earliest decisions was to focus on hiring
experienced professors with established reputations from
high quality law schools. But would top law professors leave
established schools to come to a law school that was little
more than a hope and an expectation? The answer, it turned
out, was an emphatic yes. Law professors from all over the
country were attracted to UNLV by the same prospect that
attracted Morgan: the opportunity to build a law school from
the ground up. So too, a small but talented group of law
librarians was assembled from across the country, under the
direction and leadership of former ASU Law Library Director
Rick Brown.
While the hiring of faculty and staff proceeded through
the fall of 1997 and spring of 1998, the physical preparation
of the law school's temporary home could not even begin
until a mere two months before the law school's opening.
The law school was to be housed initially in a 1950s vintage
elementary school located just across Tropicana Avenue
from the UNLV campus. The law school staff's first visits
to the school were sobering. The school's name - Paradise
Elementary School - verged on actionable misrepresentation.
The building showed the scars of decades of use as an
elementary school. No lecture-sized classrooms existed. There
was little infrastructure to support the kind of computer use
required for law school operation. Most disturbingly, the
Paradise school was still in use as an operating elementary
school and would be until mid-June, only two months before
continued on page 12
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CREATION OF THE WILLIAM S.
BOYD SCHOOL OF LAW

continued from page 11

the law school was to open.
The summer of 1998 was marked by frenzied
work on Paradise. Walls were taken down to create
lecture rooms. Adult-sized chairs and tables were
acquired for the classrooms. A basic core library
collection was ordered and delivered just days before
the opening of the law school. New computers were
purchased and installed on the stage, in what had
been the elementary school auditorium/lunch room,
and was now designated the law library's "Grand
Reading Room." It would be a close race against
time (some suggested that the law school motto
should be "By the Skin of Our Teeth" rendered in
Latin), but the law school would be ready for its
charter class of students.

Now We've Built It - Will They Come?
Meanwhile, the question loomed: would we have
students? How would an unaccredited law school,
operating out of a decrepit former elementary
school, attract students? Making matters worse while the typical law school recruitment cycle begins

in the early fall, the Boyd Law School's student
recruitment did not begin until mid-winter. The
law school had no catalog to send to prospective
students. After all, the law school was still
assembling its faculty and compiling its curriculum.
For those who inquired, the law school had little
to offer but high hopes. Everyone involved in the
admissions process was anxious.
The anxiety, as it turned out, was misplaced. Even
with the bad timing, the law school received a strong
pool of nearly 500 applicants and enrolled 142 of
them. And so the law school had its charter class.

Accreditation
For students and faculty alike, the most tangible
signal of credibility for any new law school is
accreditation by the American Bar Association
(ABA). ABA accreditation at the earliest possible
time was a primary goal of the Boyd School of
Law. ABA rules require that a new law school be
in operation for a full year before applying for
provisional accreditation (the first step for any

Join the Law Office of Sigal Chattah Esq, Saturday, October 15th American Heart
for the 1st Annual Lawyers Have Heart 5k Challenge.
Association. 9'0
Your firms participation in the Las Vegas Heart Walk/Run will
Learn and Liveprovide the opportunity to collaborate with a highly respected
health care organization and will highlight your commitment to
your health and the health of the Las Vegas community. The
idea behind the run is to reduce the stress lawyers encounter
daily, and increase his/her heart health with exercise. To be a
part of the challenge, register online under Team "Lawyers
Have Heart" and make a $100 tax deductible donation.
Register Now: www.lasvegasheartwalk.org or Call 702-367-1366
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The building that houses
Boyd's current law library.

newly established law school). The
law school applied for provisional
accreditation in August 1999,
hosted its first ABA site evaluation
visit in November of that year,
and was granted provisional
accreditation in June 2000.
With provisional accreditation,
Boyd graduates were eligible to
sit for the bar examination in
every state. Full ABA accreditation
followed in February 2003. The
next year, in January 2004, the
law school was admitted to the
American Association of Law
Schools (AALS), a prestigious organization whose
membership includes the country's major law
schools. As with ABA accreditation, the law school
achieved membership at the earliest possible date
allowed by AALS rules.

AWi

Continued Growth
Great progress was made on the funding front
as well. In 2001, the Thomas and Mack families
endowed the law school's clinic, later named the
Thomas & Mack Legal Clinic, with a $2 million gift.
Jim Rogers, a Las Vegas lawyer and businessman
who, like Bill Boyd, had earned his law degree out
of state, increased his original $1 million pledge to
a breathtaking $28.5 million. With the addition of a
number of other substantial gifts from community
benefactors, early on, the Boyd School of Law was
becoming a testament to the importance of public/
private cooperation in achieving excellence in
higher education.
By 2002, the growth of the school made it time
to move, in fact, past time to move, as the original
plans had called for the school to move out of
Paradise in 2001. The law school's permanent home
in two adjoining buildings had originally been the
main university library. With the completion of a
new university library, the former library buildings
were renovated to serve as the permanent home of
the Boyd School of Law. Compared to the school's
old quarters at Paradise, the new facility seemed
palatial. One building, William S. Boyd Hall, is
devoted entirely to law school use. The other
building, named the James E. Rogers Center for
Administration and Justice, houses on its upper
two floors law faculty offices and part of the law
library.
Another significant milestone in the law
school's development occurred the year after the
school's move to its permanent home. From the
beginning, a focus on dispute resolution alternatives

to litigation had been central to the law school's
mission. That focus took concrete form in 2003
with the establishment of the Saltman Center for
Conflict Resolution, made possible by a generous
contribution by Michael and Sonja Saltman.
In 2005, Joyce Mack and the Thomas family
again demonstrated their generosity with an
additional commitment of $3 million with which to
build a moot court complex at the law school. In the
same year, Bill Boyd added to his initial contribution
of $5 million, committing an additional $25 million
to the school. These and other contributions
continued the pattern established by the founding
contributors; the William S. Boyd School of Law
would strive for excellence through the partnership
of public and private players.

Passing the Torch
Perhaps no departure more clearly marked
the end of an era, as the law school moved from the
childhood of its first 10 years to the adolescence of its
second decade, than the retirement on June 30, 2007
(coincidentally his 6 2 nd birthday) of founding Dean
Richard Morgan. Although Morgan's role in the birth
and early development of the Boyd School of Law was
important, new blood and fresh leadership invigorate
any institution. And so the law school's second decade
began with the 2007 selection of John Valery White,
J. Dawson Gasquet Memorial Professor of Law at the
Louisiana State University, as the second dean of the
continued on page 14
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Boyd School of Law.
The success story that is the
Boyd School of Law is very much a
product of the talent, hard work and
gumption of pioneering students,,
staff and faculty. But as Morgan
left the deanship after 10 years, the
law school clearly bore the marks
of his influence in its commitment
to providing service to the state,
nation and legal profession; to
developing habits of professionalism
and public service in its students;
and to focusing legal education on
dispute avoidance and alternative
dispute resolution mechanisms. Those
values continue to animate the work
of the people who make up the Boyd
School of Law: its students, staff,
faculty and alumni, and those who
make what we do possible: all of the
school's supporters, both public and
private. As we celebrate our humble
beginnings and the distance we have
travelled, we train our sights on the
future with all the optimism of our
founders' pioneering spirits. 0

The third index for interest allowed under SCR 217, subsection 2, is currently set at. 75% APY
by the Access to Justice Commission.
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MARY BERKHEISER is a founding
faculty member and the founding
director of the Thomas & Mack Legal
Clinic. She now serves as the law
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SCHOOL OF LAW CHARTER CLASS
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Meredith Strand, Associate General Counsel
Southwest Gas Corporation
Much like Morrison, charter class student
Meredith Strand states that attending an
unaccredited law school was "a little bit scary."
Strand did not learn of the law school until about
two months before it officially opened, a fact that
contributed to her apprehension.
With respect to attending the law school, she
says, "It was a pretty big gamble, which, in my
opinion, certainly paid off."
Commenting on attending law school at the
former Paradise Elementary school, Strand says,
"Quite frankly, I have very fond memories of going
to school there. It felt like our little, private school."
She says, "We certainly had the best parking that
you could ever want at a university."
Like other charter class students, Strand
mentions the challenges related to the facility.
However, she says, "For the most part, I think people
were appreciative of what we had at the time." She
says, "I feel proud that we sort of forged our way
through with what we had...."

Becky Pintar, attorney at Gibbs, Giden,
Locher, Turner & Senet
On the opening of the law school, Becky Pintar
says, "It was just so well organized." Pintar had
high praise for the man who shouldered much of
the responsibility for that organizing effort, former
Dean Richard Morgan. In selecting Morgan to
be dean, Pintar explained, "They just picked the
right guy...and, he brought the right staff and
instructors to open up the law school and did a
fantastic job."
Pintar says she is very proud to be part of the
charter class. "It was a very gratifying experience
that I wouldn't change," she says. "I don't know if
I could do law school again now, but I would never
change having had that experience. I don't regret
it at all," she adds. "I am so grateful for having
been chosen."

Laura Johns, Esq.
Recalling the opening of the law school, charter
class student Laura Johns remembers, "Everyone
was so excited and so committed to making it [the
law school] a success."
Johns did express concern about the lack of
accreditation of the law school. She wondered
whether the students would "...invest time and
money going there and not be able to sit for a bar
exam." She also expressed concern about whether or
not the law school would be "taken seriously."
18 I Nevada Lawyer
September2011

When asked about attending law school at the
site of a former elementary school, Johns says, "That
was one of my favorite things about being part of
the first class ....She elaborates by saying that
she enjoyed the small size of the campus as well as
certain conveniences, such as being able to park
within close distance of the classrooms.
Johns says she has absolutely no regrets about
attending Boyd and no regrets about practicing
law. "The education that I received there and the
experience that I've gained in this profession have just
been invaluable," she says. "So, I'm happy, really happy
with my decision to go to law school and to practice."

Robert Beyer, General Counsel,
The Siegel Group
When asked about starting law school at Boyd,
charter class student Robert Beyer says, "It was a
very interesting time ....
No one really knew what to
expect. I think that was true for both the students
and faculty."
For Beyer, it was a case of incredibly great
timing; the law school's opening coincided with his
college graduation.
Since Beyer did not plan to leave Nevada after
graduating law school, he was not overly concerned
about the issue of accreditation. He further states
that he always believed that the community and the
state would support the law school graduates.
Beyer admits there were challenges presented
by the early law school facility. Despite those
challenges, Beyer says, "It was home to me, and it
was home to us."
"Graduating from the law school in the first
class was something truly special. We had done
something that nobody had done before," he says.
"It was a great experience. I thought it was a great
education," he concludes.

Cory Santos, Esq.
For Cory Santos, attending Boyd was akin to
making a big bet, especially in light of the school's
lack of accreditation. He had been accepted to other
law schools and in his own words he "'had basically
rolled the dice and taken a huge gamble to attend
Boyd."' As Santos saw progress being made toward
the law school receiving accreditation, his concerns
regarding the accreditation issue were alleviated.
Regarding the charter class students choosing
to attend the then-unaccredited law school, Santos
says, "...it kind of speaks a lot to their character,
because they really did spend a lot of money on a
gamble that realistically might not have paid off."

Santos says the facility "had a lot of issues" with
which the incoming students had to contend. "I
think everyone in the charter class really looked at
it as an experience to build something and to start a
tradition," he says.
Commenting on the law school administration,
Santos says, "I think Dean Morgan did an excellent
job.. .He was always there and accessible to help [the
students] out. He is one of the main reasons the law
school succeeded," he continues.
On being a member of the first graduating class,
Santos said, "It's something I'm very proud of and
what makes me prouder is that many of the people
in our class have gone onto represent us very well."

family than I think most law schools because [the
Boyd law school] was so new."
Prior to deciding to attend Boyd, Frierson says
he researched the backgrounds of incoming staff
and faculty. "I didn't apply to Boyd on the fly; I
actually did my homework," he says. Frierson was
impressed by Morgan's reputation and says that
Morgan's involvement was the largest contributing
factor in his decision to attend Boyd.
Frierson notes that one of the greatest things
about Boyd is that it has become such a staple of
public service in the community. "I am really proud
to be part of a law school that is so committed
to not just the legal community, but to the
community," he says.
"I don't know that I have heard of a new law
school that has had such a wonderful start," he
reflects. "I am just really proud to be a part of it." m

MICHAEL SAUNDERS was a Boyd charter class
student and is now a senior deputy attorney general with
the Nevada Attorney General's Bureau of Consumer
Protection. He represents the public interest in cases
involving the rates and services of electric, natural gas,
telecommunications and water companies before the
Public Utilities Commission of Nevada.

Dean Morgan congratulates charter
Boyd grad Jason Frierson.

Jason Frierson, Nevada
State Assemblyman
Many Boyd charter class
students have gone on to
represent the charter class
and the law school very well,
including charter class student
and current Nevada State
Assemblyman Jason Frierson.
Like other charter class
students, Frierson mentions
the challenges presented by
the converted, old elementary
school facility, such as ceiling
leaks and air conditioning
issues. However, he says that
the challenges presented by
the facility were overcome
by the students' and faculty's
commitment to making the law
school work. He says that the
charter class students were
a much "closer knit group"
of classmates than otherwise
would have been the case if
the campus had been more like
that of a traditional law school.
The charter class students,
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